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house plans, materials and components; and examine the structure of the
industry and the organization of production, including such questions as
prefabrication, mechanization and research and the application of research

in practice.

0641,4 - Collaction and Publicetion of Housing and Building Statistics

The Committee through its Working Party of statistical experts:
(1) advises the Secretariat on the preparation and issue of the Quarterly
and Annual Bulletins of Housing and Building Statistics for Europe; .
(1i) continues to seek agreement on standard definitions of housing

concepts and terms with a view to improving the degree of precision and

international comperability of Europesp housing and building statisties;
(1ii) exchanges information on national studies and statistical methods
relating to housing and building. Work in this field is co~ordinated with
that of the Conference of European Statisticians and of the United Nations

Statistical Commission.

06,2 - Priority Projects of an 4Ad Hoc Nature
06.,2.1 -~ Problems of Existing Housing Stock

An enquiry is being carried out by governmental rapporteurs on the:
policies pursued and methods of preparation with regard to programmes for
the clearance of dwellings unfit for human habitation, and re-housing
programmes, including the identification of sub-gtandard dwellings and the
improvement of existing dwellings. The purpose of the project is to
exchange experience on the organization and execution of such programmes

and to draw conclusions where possible.

06.2.2 ~ Utilization of Spaece in Currpnt Types of Dwellings

The report will present plans of typical dwellings in selected
categories recently built in urban and rural areas, together with particulars
on standards prescribed for low-cost housing and current regulations or codes
governing ceiling héights and certain facilities and equipment; each type
plan presented will be described and information will also be given on the
equipment normally provided and if possible on the mode of living for which
the dwelling was designed, The purpose of the enquiry, which is being
carried out by governmental rapporteurs, is to exchange information and
experience on the utilization of space in curreht types of dwellings,
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06.2.3 - Standardization and Modular Co-ordination
The Committee decided that in view of the importance of inter-

governmental co-operation on stendardization and modular co-ordination,
both from the point of view of reducing building costs and of developing
trade in building materials and components, an ad hoc meeting under the
auspices of the Housing Committee should be held as soon as possible to
consider what action could be taken by governments to promote and
accelerate the practical application of standardization and modular
co~ordination, and to examine its impact on trade in building materials

and components.
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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
HOUSING COMMITTEE

(Item 7 of the provisional agenda
of the fifteenth session)

DRAFT ANNUAL REPORT OF THE HOUSING COMMITTEE
TO_THE ECONOMIC COMMISSICN FOR EUROPE

The Secfetariat has prepared, so far as practicable, a draft of the ennual
report on the work of the Housing Committee, to be submitted in the usual way
to the Economic Commission for Europe at its thirteenth session. Following the
procedure adopted in the past, it is suggested that after consideration by the
Committee the report should be approved in final form by the Chairman and the
Vice~Chairman.



HOU/Working Paper No. 72
pege 2

REPORT OF THE HOUSING COMMITTEE TO THE ECONOMIC COMMESSION FOR EUROEE(l)

I, INTRODUCTION

Status of the Report
1. The present report on the activities of the Housing Committee and of its
subsidiary bodies covers the period from 16 May to 3l December 1957. The report
was examined in draft by the Committee at its fifteenth session. The final text
wag approved by the Chairman and Viece-Chairman of the Committee on its behalf.
IT. ACTIVITIES |
A, Relating Essentially tg the Economic Aspects nf Housing Palicy

2, The Committee at its spring session had jts annual discussion of Buropeen
housing progress and pelicies, based on the Secretariat's provisional version of
the annusl Survey of the Housing situation in Europe in the preceding year. The
Crmmittee reviewed the main developments, especially: the level and rate of hpuse-~
building, its relation to housing requirements, and prospects and perspectiwes for
the future; the movement of rents, building prices and cnéts; manpower changes;
and recent changes in housing policy affecting in particuler financing, rents,
technical questions, town and country planning, administrative and organizational
changes, and the scHpe and direction of housing programmes and policies. The
Committee also considered certain long-term problems relating to the formulation
of house-building programmes, especially concepts and methodolegy used in differept
countries, and housing menagement, including the organization and techniques of
meintensnce, The provisional repsrt was subsequently reviewed and completed by
the Seereteriat in the light of the Committee's discussion and issued for general
distribution (Europeen Housing Trends and Policies in 1956, E/ECE/292, July 1957) .
3, The scope and methods of work for preparing the next and future annual Surveys
were considered by the Committee [;o be completed in the light of the review of

the provisional outline, HOU/Working Paper No. 70/. The Committee, during its
autum session, had a first exchange of views on the main developments in the field

of housing in the current year.

(1) Subject to amplification or emendment in the light of discussion to be held
and decisions to be taken at the fifteenth session of the Committee.
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4. Arising out of a discussion of certain problems raised in the Housing Survey,
the Committee decided to uﬁdertake, with the aid of rapporteurs, more detailed
enquiries on certain questions treated en a longer-term basis, namely on rural
housing end on methods of formulating house-building programmes currently in use
[Eb be completed as necessary after review of the draft outline cf the enquiry

into rurel housing, HOU/Working Paper No. 69/.

5. The Committee examined comprehensively problems of housing‘finance on the
basis of two suceessive provisionel versions of a detailed report on the subjeet
prepared by the rapporteurs and the Secretariat., The main purpose of this work
was t0 set the different elements of financial policy in relation to housing within
a single fremework and to draw, wherever appropriate, conclusions and recammendations.
The debate concentreted in turn on the following main subjects: economic and
. finencial problems of housing, investment in housing, sources of capital for housing
and the financial institutions concerned, and public financial aid‘[;b be completed
in the light of the discussion of HOU/Working Paper No. 66 and addendé7.

B. Relating to the Technical Aspects of Housing Policy with Particul

Reference to Redueing the Cnst _of Housge Constructigg , .

6. Work by the Secreteriat and rapporteurs cohtinued on the preparation ef a °

comprehenglive report on government technical policies with particular reference to
reducing the cost of house-construction, The purpose of this prajeet was to
present a systematic and comparative analysis of measures taken by governments to
reduce or limit increases in the cost of house-building and to arrive at conclusions
and recommendations, A first provisional version of the report will form the

" principal item of discussion at the Committee's mixteenth session in June 1958,

7. Repporteurs appointed by the Committee undertook a comprehensive enquiry on

the utilization of space in curfent types of dwellings. The report will present
plens of typical dwellings in selected categories recently built in urban and rural
areas, together with particulars on standards prescribed for low-cost housing and
current regulations Or codes governing ceiling heights end certain facilities and
equipment; each type plan presented will be described and information also given -
on the equipment normelly provided and if possible the mode of living for which the
dwelling was designed, |

8. In view of the imporbance of inter-governmental co-operation o standardization
end moduler co-ordination, both from the point of view of reducing building costs
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end of developing trade in building materials and components, the Committee decided
to hold an ad hoc meeting in 1958 to consider what action could be taken by govern-
men'f.s to promote and accelerate the practical application of standerdization and
modular co-ordination and to examine its impact on trade in building materials and
components Lto be amended and completed in the light of declsions to be teken on
HOU/Working Paper 68/.

C, Housing Problems of Less Industrialized Countries -

9, The Committee!s activities relating to the housing problems of less industrialized
couﬁtries reached a stage where work was vndertaken by rapporteurs appointed by an

ad hoec Working Perty concerned with this pubject, Two questions of practical
co-operation betweeri the southern European countries were considered : one concerned
the prospects of developing the production of building materials, components and
equipment on the basis of a more rational division of labour between the countries
concerned; and the other the possibility of developing regional arrangements for

the promotion of building research ) including the dissemination of up~to-date
technicael informaticn,

D. Housing and Buildi_r_x_g Statistics

10, In 1957 the Quarterly Bulletin of Housing and Building Statisties for Europe was
in its fifth year of publicetion., As a result of progress made in arriving at
stendard definitions of concepts and terms and in improving the supply of statistical
information, the Quarterly Bulletin was issued for the first time on a subject rather
then a country basis (Vol. V, No, 2)., Bibliographies on studies and on statistical
methods relating to housing end building continued to be published from time to time
in 1957 as a supplement to the Quarterly Bulletin. Final arrangements were mede
for the first issue of en annual bulletin of housing end building statistics for
Europe., '

11, The Working Party on Housing and Building Statistics agreed on standard definitions
of an additional number of concepts emd terms and continued work on others with a
view to improving the accuracy and compearability of European housing and building
statistics, The Commltteets activities in this field are co-ordinated with’that

of the Conference of Europeen Statisticisans and of the United Nations Statistical

Commission,
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BE. Inter-regional Co-operation

12, As in the paest, close touch has been maintained with the work of the regional
Economic Commissions and of other United Nations organs and Specialized Agencies,
and the attention nf the Housing Committee was drawn to relevant activities under-
teken by these bodies, Reports on Committee activities on a number of econamic
and technical questions in the field of housing end building were made to the

ECAFE Working Party on Housing =and Building Materisals.

F.,. Decisions of the Twelfth Session of the Economic Commission for Europe

13, The Committee took nnte of a paper by the Secretariat summarizing the discussion
and the decisions taken at the twelfth session of the ECE aa they affected the work
of the Committee (HOU/Working Paper No. 64). The implications of the Commissionts
relevant decisions were given effeet to in the work programme.

G.: Technicel Co-operatinn

14, The Committee discussed wegys and means of promoting and facilitating technical
co-operation between countries of eastern and western Europe in the light of the
Commissionts resolution on this question (resolution 3(XII)) ﬁ;-o be amplified end
completed in the light of discussion of HOU/Working Paper No. 67 and of items of the
agenda 3(ii) and (iii) 7.

H. Programme of Work

15, The Committee's attention was drawn to resolution 664(XXIV) (and its annex)

of the Economic end Social Couneil concerning the concentration of sctivities in

the economic, social and human rights fields. The Cormittee approved its programme
of work for the coming year, for presentation to the thirteenth session of the
Commission [’Eo be amplified as necessary in the light of discussion and decisions
on HOU/Working Paper No., 7_17.

IIT1. ORGANIZATT ONAL STRUCTURE

16, The following served as officers of the Committee amnd of its sub\sidiai'y bodies:

Housing Committee: Chairmen Mr. BONNOME (Frence)
Vice~-Chairmen Mr, CERVENKA (Czechoslovekia)

Working Party on Housing Cheirman Mr, ANONSEN (Norway)
and Building Statistics: Vice-Chairman Mr. MACOVEI (Romenis)

Ad hoe Working Party on

Problems of Housing

Development in Less Chairman : Mr. PAQUAY (Belgium)
Industrialized Countries: Vice-Chairmen : Mr, MAKSIMOVIC (Yugoslavia)
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IV, MEETINGS HEILD

Housing Committee:

Working Party on Housing
and Building Statistics:

fourteenth session
fifteenth session

eighth gession
ninth session

29 to 31 May 1957
20 to 22 November 1957

27 to 29 May 1957
18 and 19 November 1957
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Ec%i\lomc COMMISSTON FOR EUROPE &
. HOUSING COMMITTER

STUDY TRIP T0 FRANCE
Note by the Secretariat

Addendun

The following additional information has been received from the French
authorities:
MEETING PLACE : The motar coach {ur coaches, if needsd) will be
waiting far the participrnts at the PATAIS DES NATIONS,
the seat of ECE, and will be leaving from there at

2 p.m,

ADDRESS OF THE PARTY
IN_GRENOBLE

The party's address Guring its stay at GRENOBLS will
be : EOTEL DES 3 DAUPHINS, 2 rue Félix Poulat.
Telephone : GRENORLE 44-02 - 71/72 and 73.

Payment should be made »y 15 Ncvember to the

PAYVENT OF SHARE OF COSTS

correspondent of the Agency responsible for arranging
travel and accommodation : ;

Mr, E. UNTERNEHRER -~ WATA-FERT & Cie =

1, rue du Mont-Blane, GENEVA

(Telephone : GENEVA  32-~70-10).
For the above purpose, one Swiss franc will be taken
as equivalont to 100 French francs.

REGISTRATION Those wishing to participate are requested to register

imm@@iately, as the final list has to be drawn up in

Paris very early in November.
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ECONOMIC COMMI§SION FOR EUROPE
HOUSING COMMITTER

PROPOSED TIME-TABLE OF .FORTHCOMING HOUSING MERTINGS

Following its usual practice, the Secretariat proposes, below, a time-table of
the forthcoming meetings of the Housing Committee, the Working Party on Housing and
Building Statistics, and rapporteurs. Whilst it is natural for the Committee and
the Statistical Working Party to agree on their time-table, the Secretariat has
suggested an order in which items on the agendas might be taken up. This suggestion
takes into account, on the one hand, the wishes of several delegates, in particular
those of the President of the CIB who, though unable to6 remain for the entire session,
has been invited by the Committee to make a report under item 3 (ii), and, on the
other, the availability of documentation.

So far as rapporteurs are concerned, only two meetings have been definitely
scheduled, since each will require epproximately a full day with interpretation
services, but other éhorter discussions will take place as necessary and as time
permits.

Monday, 18 November: 10 a.m. - Rapporteurs on financing of housing
[Mr. Detskov. (Bulgaria), Mr. Salalin (France),
Mr. di Lorenzo (Italy), Mr. Seip (Norway),
Mr. Andrzejewski (Poland), Mr. Burroughs
(United States of America) and Mr; Roert
(International Co~-operative Alliance

10,30 a.m. - Working Party on Housing and Building
Statistics
- Item 1: Adoption of agenda
- Item 2: Activity of the Conference of
Buropean Statisticians
~ Item 4: Statistics on the value of con-
struction, building cost and
building activity
3 p.m. - Rapporteurs on financing of housing (continued)
3 p.m. -  Working Party on Housing and Building

Statistics

- Item 4: (continued)

- Ttem 5: Concepts and definitions of housing
and tuilding statistics
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Tuesday, 19 November: 9.30 a.m,

10 a.m.

3 p.m.

3 p.m.

‘Wednesday, 20 November: 10 a,m.

2 p.m.

3 pem.

Thursday, 21 November: 10 a.m.

3 p.m.

Friday, 22 November: 10 a.m.

Working Party on Housing and Building

Statistics

- Item 3: Statistical bulleting on
housing and building

Rapporteurs on utilization of space in
dwellings '
/Mr. Blackshaw (United Kingdom),

Mr. Blokhine (USSR), and Mr. Lebegge
(Belgium) and a representative of the
United States of Americg7

Working Party on Housing and Building
Statistics ' !
- Item 3: (continued) o
- Item 6: Any other business

Rapporteurs on utilization of space in
dwellings (continued)

Housing Committee
- Item 1: Adoption of agenda
-~ Item 3: Technical co-operation:
(i) : tentative long-term programme
of group visits
(1i) : work of the CIB
(1ii) : co-operation with other inter-
national organizations

The Working Party on Housing and Building
Statistics should be convened for one
hour to adopt its report

Housing Committee
- Item 2: Finaneing of housing

Housing Committee
- Item 2: (continued)

Housing Committee
- Item 2: (continued)
- Item 5: Programme of future work:

(i) : preparation of report on
government policy and the cost
of building

(i1) : arrangements for an ad hoc
nmeeting on standerdization and
modular co-ordination

(1ii) : enquiry into rural housing

Housing Committee

- Item 5(iv): Preparation of the 1957
Housing Survey

- Item 5(v) : Progress of remaining work
in hand and adoption of
programme of future work
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Frid 22 November: 3 p.m. - Housing Committee
Zcontinueds - Item 4: Report of Working Party on

Housing and Building Statistics

Item 6: Schedule of meetings in 1958

Item 7: Annual report of the Housing

< Committee to the Economic Commission
for Burope

- Item 8: Any other business
- Ttem 9: Adoption of report of session
#* * *

. -,

Meetiﬁgs of the Committee and the Working Party on Housing and Building Statisties will
be held in Salle III; the meetings of rapporteurs as scheduled will be held in
Room D, 118.
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ECONOMIC COMISSION FOR EUROPE
'HOUSING COMMITIZE :

List No4 of WQrking Pape”s in the HQOU Series and
HOU Sub-series issued from 30 May up to 20 November 1957,

:Document

Number Language , Sho?t title of documepts

- I, Plenary Series.
Symbol: HOU/
Working Paper
Neél, Add.2 E, o). Financing of Housing in Europe: Addendum to.
~ ' Text: Financial Aspects of Co-operative
Housing: Preliminary Draft Report by In-
ternational Co-dperative Alliances

Noél, Add.4 F. R, ©°) Furthar Addendum to Text: Housing Subsidies:

Note by Secretariat, o ;
Noél, Add.5 R, ©90) Further Addendun to Text: Position of Hous-

ing in Over-all Financial Fremework: West-
ern Zurope,

N°61, Add.6 - R. ©oco) " further Addendun to Text: Private Financial
Institutions in Housing;

No6l, Add.7 R, ©°0) Further Addendum to Text: Current Sources
of Capital, . '

No6l, Add.8 - E, F, ooo00) Further addendum to Text: Current Sources
of Capital: Bastern BEurope.

Noé4 F. R, ©9) Matters Arising from 12¢h Session of Economic

' Commission for surope: Note by Secretariat,

No65 E, only | List No2 of Working Papers issued from 28 No-.
vember 1956 up, to 25 May 1957.

No66 E. F. R, ' The Financing of Housing: Note by Secretariat,

Noéb, Corr.l F, R, ooo00) Corrigendum to Text.

Noéb, Corr,2 . P, R, 0oo000) Further Corrigendum to Text,

Noéb, Corr,3 ~E. F. R, Further Corrigendum to Text.

Noé6, Corr.s E. F. R, Further Corrigendﬁm to Text.

o) French and Russian texts already distributég:A o

o0)  English text already distributed.
00o)  English and French texts already distributed.,
oooo) Russian text already distributed.
o0000) English text not yet distributed.
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Document Language Short title of documents

Number '

I, Plenary Series (contd.),

Symbol: HOU/

Working Paper

Noé6, Add.l E. F. R, Financing of Housing in Europe:

' Addendum to Text: Chapter I - Introductory:

Economic and Financial Problems of Housing.

Noé6, Add.2 E, F. R, Further Addendum to Text: Chapter Il -
Investment in Housing.

No66, Add.3 Z. F. R, Further Addendum to Text: Chapter III -
Sources of Capital for Housing and Financial
Institutions Concerned,

Noéb, Add.. E. F. R, Further Addendum to Text: Chapter IV -
Public Financial Aid,

Nog6, Add.5 E. F. R, further Addendum to Text: Chapter V -

Ammexe I

Noé7
Noé8
No69
No70
No71
No72

No73 ,
No73, Add.l

No74
HOU/WP.3/
Working Paper
No22

F, ©00000)

Summary of Conclusions,

Addendum au texte: Le financement de la
construction en coopérative.,

Tentative Long-Term Programme of Group Visits:
Note by Secretariat.

Arrangements for an Ad Hoc Meeting on Standar-
dization and Modular Co-ordination: Note
by Secretariat,

Enquiry into Rural Housing: Note by'Secretariat.

Preparation of Report on European Housing
Trends and Prlicies in 1957: Note by Se-
cretariat,

Housing Committee Work Programme, Note by
Secretariat.

Draft Annual Report of Housing Committee to
Economic Commission for Europe,

Study Trip tr France: Note by Secretariat.

Additional Information from French Autho--
rities., )

Proposed Time~Table of Forthcaming Housing
Meetings. o

000000) English and Russian texts not yet distributed.
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Document

Number Language Short title of documents

II. Working Party on Housing and Building Statisties.

Symbol: HOU/WP.3/
Working Paper
Nol4 R. ©°9) Concepts and Definitions: Note by Secretariat.

Nel5, Add.l R, ©00) Statistics on Value of Construction, Building
Cost and Building Activity: liote by Secre-
tariat: Addendum to Text.

Nol17 E. F. R, Activity of Conference of European Statisti-
cians: Note by Secretariat.
Nol8 E. F. R, Revised Version of Quarterly Bulletin of

Housing and Building Statistics for Europe:
Note by Secretariat.

Nol9 E. F. R, Statistics of Value of Comstruction, Indices
of Building Costs and Indices of Bullding
Activity: Note by Secretariat.

No20 E. F. R, Concepts and Definitions: Note by Secretariat,

No21 E. F. R. Concepts and Definitions: Definition of Gross
Volume: Amendment by International Union
of Architects,

No22 E. F. R, Proposed Time-Table of Forthcoming Housing
HOU/Working Meetings.

Paper Ne74

No23 E, F. R. Annual Bulletin of Housing and Building Sta-

tistics for Burope: Statement of Financial
Implications by Executive Secretary.

i 4 108 7S i 1k i

e

coo) English and French texts already distributed.
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ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE
HOUSING COMMITTERE

STUDY TOUR TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA
Note by the Secretariat

At the thirteenth session of the Housing Committee in December 1956 the
Czechoslovak delegation extended an invitation to members of the Committee for a
group visit to that country to teke place in 1958 (E/ECE/HOU/64, paragraph 19).
Subsequently, in discussing a programme of group visits, the Committee agreed at
its fifteenth session in November 1957 that there would be a comprehensive group
visit to Czechoslovakia in June 1958 (E/ECE/HOU/71, paragraph 4{(i)), A detailed
programme of visits has now been drawn up and transmitted to the Seeretariat by
the Czechoslovak delegation (see Annex I). Delegates wishing to take part in the
study towr are asked to complete in duplicate the registration form (Annex II) and
send it before 31 March t0. address indicated. Participants are also asked
t0 remit their paymentsfby 15 Maey jn the manner indisated.
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Original: ENGLISH

STUDY TOQUR TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Note by the Secretariat

Corrigendum

A typographical error concerning the cost of the Tour has been discovered

in the note submitted by the Czechoslovak delegation.

I, page 4, line 2, should be Sw,.fr, 386 per person instead of Sw,fr, 286,

The amount shown in Annex



